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City of Miami, Historic Design Guidelines   Section 13 - TBD 
   

 SECTION 13: GLOSSARY 

Orientation.  The placement of a building or structure on a site as it relates to the physical conditions of 
this site, such as geography and manmade features, or compass direction. 

 

Ornament.  In architecture, every detail of shape, texture, and color that deliberately exploited or 
added to attract an observer. 

 

Overhang.  The projection of an upper story or roof beyond a story immediately below. 

 

http://pichomez.com/wooden-house-architecture-of-balinese-home-design/asian-wooden-porch-of-balinese-hme-design/
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 SECTION 13: GLOSSARY 

Pervious Pavement System. A porous surface system with a stabilized base that allows water from 
precipitation and other sources to pass directly through, thereby reducing the runoff from a site, 
allowing groundwater recharge, and naturally cooling the surface through evaporation of water from 
pavement voids or from beneath. 

Pier.  A column designed to support concentrated load; a member, usually in the form of a thickened 
section, which forms an integral part of a wall, usually placed at intervals along the wall to provide 
lateral support or take concentrated vertical loads. 

 

Pilaster. An engaged pier or pillar, often with capital and base; decorative features that imitate 
engaged piers but are not supporting structures, such as a rectangular or semicircular member used as 
a simulated pillar in entrances and other door openings and fireplace mantels. A pilaster often contains 
a base, shaft, and capital and may be constructed as a projection of the wall itself. 

 

Porch.  A structure attached to a building to shelter an entrance or to serve as a semi-enclosed space, 
usually roofed and generally open-sided.  
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 SECTION 13: GLOSSARY 

Porte-Cochѐre. A roofed structure attached to a building and extending over a driveway, allowing 
vehicles to pass through.  

Preservation. The act or process of applying measures to sustain the existing form, integrity, and 
material of a building or structure. It may include initial stabilization work as well as ongoing 
maintenance of the historic building. 

Public Right-of-Way. An area or strip of land, publicly or privately owned and which is occupied or 
intended to be occupied by a street, walkway, railroad, utility line, drainage channel, or other similar 
uses. 

Reconstruction. The act or process of reproducing by new construction the exact form and detail of a 
vanished structure as it appeared at a specific period of time. 

Rehabilitation. The act or process of returning a property to a state of utility through repair or 
alteration which makes possible an efficient contemporary use while preserving those portions or 
features of the property which are significant to its historical, architectural, and cultural values. 

Relocation. Any change of the location of a structure from its original setting or to another setting. 

Restoration. The act or process of accurately recovering the form and details of a property and its 
setting as it appeared at a particular period of time by means of the removal of later work or by the 
replacement of earlier work of the property which is missing. 

Roof Pitch.  The steepness of the roof plane horizontal. The slope of a roof is expressed as a ratio of the 
rise of the roof over the horizontal span. A 4/12 roof rises 4’ in a 12’ span. 

 

Rusticated. Sawed of cut stone having strongly emphasized recessed joints and smooth or roughly 
textured block faces, used to create an appearance of impregnability in banks, palaces, courthouses, 
etc. The border of each block may be rebated, chamfered, or beveled on all four sides, at top and 
bottom only, or on two adjacent sides; the face of the brick may be flat, pitched, or diamond-point, and 
if smooth may be hand- or machine-tooled. 
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 SECTION 13: GLOSSARY 

Sash.  Any framework of a window may be movable or fixed, may slide in a vertical plane (as in a 
double-hung window) or may be pivoted (as in a casement window). 

 

Shed Rood. A roof containing only one sloping plane. (See Section 3.2: Roofs) 

Shingle. A roofing unit of wood, asphaltic material, slate, tile, concrete, asbestos cement, or other 
material cut to stock lengths, widths, and thickness, used as an exterior covering on sloping roofs and 
side walls; applied in an overlapping fashion. 

 

Side-Gabled Roof. A gable whose face is on one side (or part of one side) of a house, perpendicular to 
the façade. (See Section 3.2: Roofs) 

Sign. Any identification, description, illustration, or device, illuminated or non-illuminated, that is 
visible from a public right-of-way or is located on private property and visible to the public and which 
directs attention to a product, place, activity, person, institution, business, message or solicitation, 
including any permanently installed or situated merchandise. For additional information and sign 
definitions, see Miami 21, Article 1, Section 1.3 and Section 5: Sign Design Standards. 

Sill. Horizontal member at the bottom of a window or door opening. 

Structure. Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires a fixed location on the ground or 
attachment to something having a fixed location on the ground. 
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 SECTION 13: GLOSSARY 

Terrace. An embankment with level top, often paved, planted, and adorned for leisure use; a flat roof 
or a raised space or platform adjoining a building, paved or planted. 

 

Unreasonable or undue economic hardship. An onerous and excessive financial burden that destroys 
reasonable and beneficial use of property and that would amount to the taking of property without just 
compensation, or failure to achieve a reasonable economic return in the case of income-producing 
properties. 

Visibility. The ability to see elements of the façade from the right-of-way. Preservation staff determines 
the adequacy of visibility and has the ability to enforce the Historic Design Guidelines on all facades. 


